




Welcome to
JAFAX 26!  
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Hello attendees! We are so grateful to all of
you for joining us for our 26th JAFAX event!
There have been many changes through the
last 26 conventions, but one thing has
remained the same: JAFAX is an incredible
event due to our wonderful community and
volunteers! We hope everyone has a
memorable JAFAX that exceeds expectations
this year!

Enjoy yourselves, be safe, and see you
again next year!
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Rules 
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JAFAX WEAPON POLICY
All participants and guests attending JAFAX must abide by the below

policy. Unapproved items may be confiscated. The following rules apply
to both attendees’ costume props and vendors’ wares at all times:

BB, cork, airsoft guns, or any weapon that operates based on gas,
spring or air are NOT allowed under any circumstances (even
unloaded).

Plastic toy guns that shoot foam projectiles (such as Nerf guns) are
allowed, must be brought to our con ops room for staff to peace-
bond it.

All prop guns must have orange-painted tips and/or otherwise be
clearly marked and identified as fake. There must not be any
confusion that the prop might be considered real by others.

Metal blades or anything sharp (edged or pointed) are NOT allowed.
Even if the blade isn’t sharpened. All prop melee weapons must be
wooden, foam, or any soft material. Example: A kunai from Naruto

If purchasing a blade from the Dealers Room, you must have the
blade boxed, tied closed, and the purchase must be taken
immediately to your car or hotel room for the duration of the
convention.

Completely wooden implements are allowed. This includes canes,
staffs, wands, or practice swords such as bokken and shinai.

Firearms and explosives of any kind (including fireworks) are NOT
allowed, this includes weapons that are real but disables.
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Inclusion Policy 



_ 

Vendor Hall & Artist Alley 
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Guest Voice Actors 
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Chris Patton
Chris Patton has been Voice Acting in Anime and Video Games for 23
years, for companies such as Funimation, Bang Zoom, Sentai Filmworks,
ADV Films, Okratron, and more. He's more recently known for such
characters are Oikawa in Haikyuu!!, Linhardt in Fire Emblem: Three
Houses, Kliff in Fire Emblem: Shadows of Valentia, Turles in the
Dragonball Z franchise, and Ayato in Diabolik Lovers.Fans of 2000s
Anime might recognize him more so as the voices of such characters as
Greed in FMA and FMA:B, Asura in Soul Eater, Fakir in PrincessTutu, and
Hajime in the now-infamous Ghost Stories dub. 

Chris is also an award-winning Audiobook Narrator of more than 120
titles, a theatrical director, and a proud cat dad. He lives and works in
Los Angeles.

Mike McFarland
Mike has been acting professionally for over 20 years in various
capacities, but is most known for his voice work in animation and video
games. Notable roles include “Master Roshi” in DragonBall Z and
DragonBall Super, “Jean Kirstein” in Attack on Titan, “Lt. Jean Havok”
in Fullmetal Alchemist and Fullmetal Alchemist: Brotherhood, “Ojiro”
and “Ectoplasm” in My Hero Academia, “Buggy” in One Piece, “Amon”
in Tokyo Ghoul, “Gordon” in Black Clover, “Carnage Kabuto” in One-
Punch Man, and “Cain Nightroad” in Trinity Blood, all as seen on
Cartoon Network. Other fan favorites include “Estonia” in Hetalia and
“Otabek Altin” in Yuri!! On Ice. Mike’s voice can be heard in the gaming
world as “Paul Phoenix” in Street Fighter X Tekken, “Charlie Nash” in
Street Fighter V, and on such titles as Borderlands 2 & 3, Aeon Flux,
Halo Wars, Orcs Must Die!, Tales of Xillia 2, and Smite.

As an ADR/Voice Director, Mike has helmed many of the titles listed
above, as well as the Evangellion: Rebuild movies, Summer Wars, Wolf
Children, The Boy and The Beast, Eden of the East, Blood Blockade
Battlefront, and many more.
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Xanthe Huynh 
Xanthe Huynh is an American voice actress known for her voicework in
English dubs of anime series and video games. Her most well-known
roles include Ui Hirasawa in K-On!, Sachi in Sword Art Online, Yuna in
Yuki Yuna is a Hero, Hanayo Koizumi in Love Live!, Alluka Zoldyck in

Hunter × Hunter, Haru Okumura in Persona 5, Marianne in Fire
Emblem: Three Houses, Meiko "Menma" Honma in Anohana: The

Flower We Saw That Day, and Altina Orion in The Legend of Heroes:
Trails of Cold Steel II. 

Guest Panelists 
Samurai Dan

Party Table

Samurai Dan has been training and teaching the martial science of
the samurai warriors for over 25 years. Founder of the Samurai
Combative Conceptions organization, Dan travels the US and
Canada, dedicated to keeping the arts of Japan’s greatest warriors
alive. Aided by his amazing wife Jillian, and their adorable Akitas,
the dynamic duo teach a variety of classes and lectures at cons
everywhere.

Long ago the Party Gods looked down upon our world and said,
“Hey, there needs to be more party down there.” And so they chose
Avatars to spread their gospel and bring forth the PARTY! Party
Table stands as one of the champions of the Party Gods. They roam
this land doing the one thing they do best, spreading the PARTY.
Join them as they  challenger the greatest contenders on the field of
love and battle, create dazzling works from thin air, and...you know
just do goofy stuff. Give praise and PARTY FOR THE PARTY GODS!



Guest Panelists 
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Soga Japan Center
Western Michigan University’s Soga Japan Center is an
interdisciplinary unit designed to promote knowledge of Japan
to the WMU community, city of Kalamazoo, and all of
southwestern Michigan. The Soga Japan Center regularly brings
scholars, artists, and writers to campus to give Japan-related
lectures, demonstrations and readings to students, faculty, and
the surrounding community. The Soga Japan Center also hosts
film series, displays, musical performances, and other fun
events related to Japanese culture.

Musical Guests 
Kohei Hattori  
Kohei is a IFA United Nations international ambassador singer
(Commanded by United Nations) who perform at the Anime
conventions, Japanese festivals and Asian festivals in the US. He
recorded the song for Aniplex Japan in 2021 May and it’s on
anime called “Tokyo 24th Ward” Kohei also recorded songs for
BMG Music in April 2023.
Official MC at Japan Fes in NYC 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,
2022 and 2023 
Official MC at Houston Japan Festival 2018, 2019 and 2023 
Kohei has performed at the Anime Conventions in the US such as
Anime Expo LA 2018 2019, San Japan Texas, Anime California
2018 2019, Animinneapolice 2018 2022 2023, Liberty City
Anime Con, Delta H Con 2018 2019, 2021 2022, Animanga Expo
2018 2019 2021, Saikocon, Animenext, AnimeWTC 2019 2020,
Ichibancon, Anime Iowa, Castle Point Anime Convention, Jafax,
Mechacon, Colossalcon East, SwampCon, Anime Oasis 2019
2022, Anime Magic 2019 2021 2022 2023, New York Comic Con
After Party, Anime NYC After Party, Anime Lubbock 2021 Ecchi
Expo 2021 OKiCon 2021 Anime Dallas 2021, Oz-con 2022 2023,
Animarathon 2022, Anime Houston 2022, Setsucon 2020 2023,
Kitsunekon, Sabotencon 2021 2023, 
Anime Midwest 2022 2023 Etc….
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Noc.V (Thomas Stiegler) is an Australian-American UK Hardcore and J-
Core producer/DJ based in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Noc.V is all about
crafting powerful hardcore tracks and straight up anime bangers. Noc.V
has had music releases with Mob Squad Tokyo/Mob Squad Black Label
on the Bastard Pop Terrorists and J-Core Masterz compilations as well
as recently releasing music with 24/7 Hardcore in the UK. After touring
around Australia with the Neko Nation crew and headlining various
anime conventions and shows in Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide. 
He has now brought is brand of energetic hardcore infused with video

games,  anime, and Japanese culture to America. 

Noc.V (Electronic Dance) 

Musical Guests 

Playing with Power is a video game cover band based in Grand Rapids, MI that entertains
audiences with their authentic renditions of classic video game tunes. Formed by a group
of passionate gamers and musicians, Playing with Power celebrates the iconic tunes that
have defined gaming generations. 

Founded in 2010, (with roots as far back as 1998), Playing with Power has been a
mainstay of the Midwest VGM scene. With a repertoire that spans the standard rock vgm
tunes to the lesser known gems, and everything in between, Playing with Power brings a
set that is fun for all audiences. 

Their dedication to authenticity and creativity is their calling card, often incorporating
visual elements from the games they cover into their stage presence, creating an
immersive experience for their audience. Whether performing at conventions, music
festivals, or intimate venues, Playing with Power never fails to captivate crowds with
their infectious energy and love for gaming culture. 

Playing with Power’s catalog includes 5 studio albums and 9 official releases, along with
dozens of unreleased tunes they bring to the stage, and is currently at work on their 6th
studio album. As they continue to drop quarters in the machine to keep playing, Playing
with Power remains committed to their mission of celebrating video game music and
fostering a sense of nostalgia and joy among gamers with every show they play.



Cosplay
For several years now, JAFAX has welcomed a diverse array of cosplayers to the event, and
hosted a Cosplay Contest to award creativity and performance. If you’ve ever thought you’d
love to dress up as your favorite character from anime, games, or mange, we’d love to see

your fandom brought to life!

Cosplay Guest Judges

Disfusional Studios Shockolate Energy AMH Cosplays
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Konundrum is a multi-genre DJ/producer from Detroit, MI. He began his career at Ferris State
University by playing events, fraternity parties, & playing shows and festivals all across West
MI. He began making waves by releasing DJ edits and being on Benzi’s “Dad Trapz 2” & “Mom
Trapz”.   Recently, he made his SiriusXM debut with a guest mix on the FAED University radio
show on Diplo’s Revolution. His music and edits are supported by Wuki, Benzi, SayMyName,
and Adventure Club. 

                              (Electronic Dance) 



JAFAX 2024   13 

Gaming - Exhibit Hall B 

All game rooms at JAFAX follow these hours. Games will start to be shut down at 11:00PM-11:30PM each
night, wrap up what you are playing, and we hope to see you back the next day! 

The JAFAX game room is the perfect place to relax during JAFAX. Come play your favorite games, 
find new ones and make friends along the way. The game room is free to all attendees. All we ask is that you
follow the rules and have fun!

Arcade/Rhythm Games 

Check out our indie developer Big Mitten Games. They are an Indie game studio based in West Michigan. 
Working on their first game: Blitz in the Paper Kingdom, which is a couch co-op, tower defense game with a paper 
craft art style. 

If you are interested in advertsing your indie game or project, please reach out to JAFAX, we would love to have 
you at a future event! 

Come experience a real Japanese arcade. We have open play rhythm and racing
games brought to you courtesy of KDogs Arcade. Best of all, these are completely
free of charge to attendees!  KDOGS ARCADE has been providing console and
Japanese style arcade games 
KDOGS ARCADE has been providing console and Japanese style arcade games for
conventions since 2002.
Headquartered in Ohio, they've supplied video games for various game rooms to
many different conventions.
The owner has always loved music and rhythm games and strives to provide an
experience that cannot be recreated at home.
They also provide top notch support and love to teach people how to play the games
they provide.

Welcome to the JAFAX 2024 Game Room! This year, we’re back in the same exhibit hall with an even wider selection of
games for all ages. Visit us to enjoy arcade games, open video and board gaming, mini figure painting, tournaments,
tabletop RPGs, and TCG events. All of this is completely free (unless otherwise stated) with your convention badge. You
can’t ask for a better deal! 

The Pokémon League returns, open to all trainers on Friday and Saturday, with the league championship on Saturday
night. Bring your best teams and challenge our gym leader circuit to become the JAFAX 2024 Pokémon League
Champion! 
We have plenty of tournaments for you to test your mettle. Whether competing for trophies, prizes, or just bragging rights,
we welcome all challengers. Sign up at the game room front desk during the event! 
With so much fun to be had, what are you waiting for? Be sure to stop by and discover all we have to offer.  

As always make sure to remember to stay hydrated during the event. 

Indie Developers 

Hours of Operation 

Friday 1:00 PM – 12:00 AM 
Saturday 9:00 AM – 12:00 AM 
Sunday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Video Game Room 



5 PM Tekken 8

7 PM Multiversus

8 PM
Mario Party
Throwback

11 AM Street Fighter 6

1 PM Guilty Gear Strive

2 PM Melty Blood: Type Lumina

3 PM Smash Brothers Ultimate

4 PM Pokemon Stadium Minigames

6 PM Granblue Fantasy Versus

7 PM Smash Brothers Melee

11 AM
Pokemon Stadium
Rental Tournament

12 PM Mario Kart 8

1 PM Them's Fightin’ Herds

2 PM Under Night In Birth

Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 
Tournaments 

Video Game tournaments will be held by during the convention in the JAFAX video game room. Come 
compete for fame and glory while winning fabulous prizes. Times listed below are subject to change before 
the event. 

Sign ups can be done online or at events. 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 

Sunday 
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Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 
Board Game Room 

Miniature Painting 
Have you always wanted to learn how to paint figures but have never been able to start? Come check out our
miniature figure or minifig painting booth. Minifig painting is a fun hobby to enhance your Warhammer, board
game or other tabletop experience. Brought to you by Tabletop Gaming Library this booth will allow you to paint
your very own minifig! Visit the booth for more information. 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

1PM - 8PM – Paint and Take (Variable Cost)   10AM - 9PM – Paint and Take (Variable Cost)  

Sunday 

 9AM - 4PM – Paint and Take (Variable Cost)  

Do you like board games? If you do, the board game room this year is where you want to be. This year we have an
entire library of board games ready for you to play with family and friends. Games of all sizes and genres are available
to check out! 
Checking out a game is simple. Present your JAFAX badge to a member of staff and they will walk you through the
process of checking out a game. If you don’t know how to play a game, a member of staff will walk you through setup
and game play so you can jump into a new game faster. 
We would like to thank our friends over at the Tabletop Gaming Library for supplying their games, expertise and positive
energy to this wonderful hobby. 
Since 2003, we at the Tabletop Gaming Library have been working diligently to provide for our attendees the finest
tabletop game room available.  
Currently, our library contains over 700 tabletop titles. From family favorites to Kickstarter® Exclusives, from Origin
Award® Winners to games that have been featured on Wil Wheaton’s Tabletop®, audiences are guaranteed to find
something that should interest them. Our knowledgeable staff comes with decades of combined tabletop gaming
experience that we utilize to introduce games to new players. 

This year we are excited to include miniature painting and game masters running Tabletop Roleplaying Games like D&D
5E, Numenera, and My Little Pony. 

Our Mission Statement is simple. Play Games, Have Fun. 



1 PM - 5 PM My Little Pony
RPG RPG 1

2 PM - 6 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

8 PM - 12 AM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

5 PM - 12 AM D&D 5th Ed RPG 4

9 AM - 1 PM My Little Pony
RPG RPG 1

2 PM - 4 PM Stitch and B8$%^ RPG 1

5 PM - 9 PM Return to Dark
Tower RPG 1

9 AM - 12 PM Pathfinder 1st Ed RPG 2

1 PM - 4 PM Pathfinder 1st Ed RPG 2

5 PM - 8 PM Pathfinder 1st Ed RPG 2

9 PM - 12 AM Pathfinder 1st Ed RPG 2

9 AM - 1 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

2 PM - 6 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

8 PM - 12 AM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

5 PM - 11 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 4

11 AM - 3 PM Return to Dark
Tower RPG 1

9 AM - 12 PM Pathfinder 1st
Ed RPG 2

1 PM - 4 PM Pathfinder 1st
Ed RPG 2

9 AM - 1 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 3

12 PM - 4 PM D&D 5th Ed RPG 4

Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 
Tabletop Role Playing Games (TTRPG) 

Tabletop Role Playing Games are a tradition as old as time. With just a few pieces of paper, some dice and an 
imagination, whole new worlds open up to you. The Tabletop Gaming Library will bring to you amazing dungeon 
masters who will spin wondrous tales. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to experience these one of a kind tales of 
heroism and deception. Are you brave enough to stand up to the challenge? 
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Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 



Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 
Trading Card Games (TCG)

Pokemon TCG - Learn To
Play

Magic: the Gathering -
Learn To Play

Lorcana - Learn To Play

Flesh and Blood - Learn
To Play

2 PM - 5 PM Pokemon Build and
Battle $25

3 PM Magic: the Gathering
Commander Clash Free

4 PM - 6 PM Lorcana Starter Deck
Battle $30

6 PM - 10
PM

Magic: the Gathering -
Booster Draft Modern
Horizons 3

$35

8 PM Magic: the Gathering
Commander Clash Free

11 AM - 1 PM Lorcana Starter Deck
Battle $30

12 PM - 3 PM Pokemon Build and Battle $25

1 PM Magic: the Gathering
Commander Clash Free

6 PM - 8 PM Lorcana Starter Deck
Battle $30

6 PM - 10 PM
Magic: the Gathering
Booster Draft - Modern
Horizons 3

$35

8 PM Magic: the Gathering
Commander Clash Free

11 AM Magic: the Gathering
Commander Clash Free
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Trading card games more your style? We have an entire room dedicated to you!
Brought to you by Griffins Rest the TCG room is your spot to compete in events
during the convention. Make sure to bring your decks and your wits in order to

take home fabulous prizes. We will be running on demand TCG events all
weekend, so make sure to stop by!

The Griffin’s Rest is a retail store located near Downtown Muskegon that offers
a variety of RPG, TCG, board game and tabletop roleplay game options. We
also have community areas where you can try games with your friends and

family before you buy them.

Friday 

Saturday Sunday 

All Weekend



11 AM - 5
PM

Gym Leader
Challenge

5:30 PM -
9 PM

JAFAX 2024
Pokemon League
Championship

3 PM - 9 PM Gym Leader
Challenge
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Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 

Pokemon GO Safari 

Pokemon League Adventure 

JAFAX’s Pokémon GO Safari returns as an all-ages augmented reality event! Bring your sense of adventure,
pokéball’s and your smart device and explore the world of Pokémon Go! Prizes will be awarded to the heaviest
pokemon caught during Saturday of JAFAX 2024. Winners will be selected and awarded at 8pm on Saturday in
the Pokemon room, so be sure to show up so you don’t miss out on your prize! 

 

Attention all trainers! Back by popular demand the Pokémon League Adventure has once again opened its doors in
the world of Pokemon Scarlet and Violet. Do you have what it takes to challenge our uniquely themed gym leaders
and earn their badges? Can you collect enough badges to gain entry into the championship tournament? Only one
can become the champion of JAFAX 2024, will it be you? Head over to the Pokemon League Adventure registration
area in the game room for more information and to get started on your adventure. Detailed rules can be found on
our website (jafax.org/gaming) or via the QR code below. 

The 2024 JAFAX Pokemon League will consist of two parts:  

The Gym Leader Challenge  
The JAFAX 2024 Pokemon League Championship 

In the Gym Leader Challenge, participants must defeat JAFAX Gym Leaders and obtain their Badges. All
participants with 5 or more Badges from distinct gym leaders will then be able to enter the Championship
Tournament. Gym Leaders have the authority to make decisions on all questions or issues with competitors as they
come up. The battle format may differ between gym leaders to provide fun and varied battle experiences. 
Note: Trainers may change their team freely during the Gym Leader Challenge.  

In the JAFAX 2024 Pokemon League Championship the format will be “Bring Six, Choose Three” Single Battles with
Normal Rules (aka Battle Stadium Singles). This will be a Double Elimination Bracket, with each Match being best of
three games, but it may be changed to Single Elimination if there is a need to accommodate an unexpectedly large
number of finalists. The winner of this tournament will then be able to potentially challenge the winner of the JAFAX
2023 Pokemon League Championship if they are present to defend their title. 

Note: Finalists may not change their team composition during the JAFAX 2024 Pokemon League Championship. 
The JAFAX Pokémon League’s mission is to provide a fun, challenging experience for both veteran and new
Pokémon fans. The JAFAX Pokémon League is not endorsed or sponsored by Nintendo, Game Freak, or Pokémon
Company. 

Friday Saturday 



Gaming Cont. - Exhibit Hall B 
Social Games

Join us for the thrilling scheduled Werewolf games at JAFAX 2024! Immerse yourself in this classic social deduction
game where you'll take on the roles of villagers and werewolves in a battle of wits and deception. Can you outsmart
your fellow attendees and uncover the werewolves among you, or will the werewolves succeed in their cunning
plans? Whether you’re a seasoned player or new to the game, our sessions are perfect for everyone. Be sure to make
time and prepare for an experience filled with intrigue, strategy, and fun. Don’t miss out on the excitement—bring
your friends and make new ones in these unforgettable sessions!

Friday, Saturday 
9PM - 12AM  

Werewolf
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Join us as we play the social game Blood on the Clocktower. During a hellish thunderstorm, a scream echoes
through the sleepy town of Ravenswood Bluff. The townsfolk rush to investigate and find the beloved local
storyteller has been murdered, their body hanging limp from the clocktower. As blood drips onto the cobblestones
below, a realisation slowly dawns… a demon has been unleashed, killing by night and taking on human form by
day. 

Friday, Saturday 
8PM - 12AM  

Blood on the Clocktower



Cultural Programming 

Sumo is a centuries old Japanese martial art and combat sport, The rules are simple: push your
opponent out of the ring, or get them to touch the ground with anything but their feet using
striking and grappling techniques. Professional sumo, known for its enormous competitors and
colorful Shinto rituals can only be found in Japan. However, the amateur side of the sport is
practiced worldwide by people of all sizes and genders. Grand Rapids Sumo Club members have
faced fierce wrestlers from all over the world at several big tournaments around the US, including
Nationals and the US Sumo Open.

Sumo

Back by popular demand, the Swordsmanship Museum will feature and exhibit traditional
Japanese and other East Asian Swords, armor, artifacts, and tactics. The museum is open to all
attendees for no additional charge. You can also visit their dojo on the 3rd floor where the Grand
Gallery Overlook rooms are. (The dojo does have an additional cost).

Get whisked away to Akihabara while you are served delicious food by our maids. Tickets are sold
online but there will be a first come first serve line, if there are any no shows.

If you’re looking for a chance to relax, visit our huge manga library. We offer a quiet environment
and a wide array of manga to check out and read while taking a breather from our other great
events.

Swordsmanship Museum

Maid Cafe

Manga Library
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Special Thanks 
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JAFAX has teamed up with Kids' Food Basket to organize a food
and item drive for hungry children. The goal of Kids' Food
Basket is to eradicate child hunger. Your donation during

JAFAX's Food Drive or Brown Bag Decoration event will be
directed towards this cause.

 
For all the info to participate this weekend and to get a limited

edition ribbon
check out: jafax.org/community

or stop by the Kids’ Food Basket table by the JAFAX merch
booth inside the vendor hall.

Community
Kids’ Food Basket
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Autographs
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Join us next year for
JAFAX on June 27 -

29, 2025!


